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ted Army Encircles Berlin; 
5th, Sth Attack Beyond Po 


Of Sth Army 
bid Near Mantua; 
fh Crosses In Force 


By ED HILL 
Staff Correspondent 
THE 15TH ARMY 
ROUP, April 25 — British 
ops surged over the Po 
pr in force today, and 
jor elements of both the 
and 8th Armies were 
ming out north of the 
et tonight in rapidly ex- 
ding bridgeheads. Units 
the 5th were reported in 
vicinity of Mantua. 
appeared that the Po, once 
ded in terms of the Ger- 
ns’ next line of defense above 
ona, had become little more 
na delaying point for the re- 
ting German armies—and that 
tion of the river was diminish- 
too, as more and more Allied 
§ rolled up to the south bank 
he river. 
here was increasing evidence of 
confusion among Von Veiting- 
5 retreating troops. German 
ons were smashed. Many iso- 
d Kraut battalions were operat- 
a separate units in their fran- 
drive toward the river. 
try road was jammed with 
h-bound Germans, using not 
horses but oxen, cows and hu- 
b beings to draw their transport. 
lots of the DAF reported seeing 
tnemy vehicles set afire by the 
hans south of the river. 
housands of prisoners were be- 
taken, and the bag tonight in- 
d two German generals. 
dops of the 88th Division, com- 
ded by Maj. Gen. Paul W. 
dall, captured Maj. Gen. Schell- 
commander of the German 
h Division on the 5th Army 


Zith Lancers grabbed Lt. 
Graf von Schwerin, com- 


(Continued on page 8) 


ny Takes Heights 
Yn West Okinawa 


VAM, Apri) 25—Infantrymen of 
‘se Army have broken the 
a i southern Okinawa to 
4 rward and seize important 
Glong the west cdast, Ad- 
hester Ww Nimitz an- 
An : 
' arines, after clearin 
™ three-fourths of the = 
A i to three more islets 
ste ore, Nimitz said. Two of 
ef Kauri, off Motobu Pen- 
Sed dor thwestern Okinawa, 
tg a, off the east coast, 
0 without opposition, The 


aguchi near > 
: » Near ‘ 
¥ controlled Kauri, was 





> heights in the 
bva's Naha and Shuri, 
<4 § Cities, was supported 
Pag euntire from warships of 
taled Fleet. Their bursting 
blasted Up numerous caves 
~~ blockhouses. pillboxes 

ning, 2bOrate defenses. 
¥ ang nite visited Okinawa 
ress — yesterday. He told 
Me in despite Japanese re- 
forces © southern sector, 
Dpment of the oceed with the 
: ‘he norther - 
aS a Military ng = 








et 


IN MEMORIAM 


Against this wall, dozens of Bologna men and women were 
shot during the time of the German and Fascist occupation. 
Relatives of the dead have placed pictures and photographs 
on the wall, just above the spot where the assistant police 
chief and Fascist axe man was killed as Germans withdrew. 

(Staff Photo by Pvt. Joe Redmond) 





Optimistic Air Prevails 
As Conference Opens 





SAN FRANCISCO, April 25—The 
delegates of 46 free nations, rep- 
resenting more than one and a 
half billion people—eight of every 
ten human beings in the world— 
assembled this afternoon in the 
lavish Municipal Opera House here 
for the opening session of the world 
security conference. 

The momentous gathering was 
formally greeted by President Harry 
S. Truman in a brief speech broad- 
cast to the assembled delegates from 
the White House. The President 
declared that the nations of the 
world have the choice between 
the “continuation of international 
chaos, or the establishment of a 
world organization for the enforce- 
ment of peace.” 

Mr. Truman did not mention the 
Polish controversy or any other pre- 
conference dispute. He said, how- 
ever, the Associated Press reported: 
“Differences between men and be- 
tween nations will always remain. 
In fact, if held within reasonable 
limits such disagreements are actu- 
ally wholesome. All progress begins 





Berchtesgaden Pounded 
By 12,000-Pound Bombs 


LONDON, April 25—RAF Lan- 
casters dropped their heaviest eggs 
—12,000-pound fortress busters—on 
Adolf Hitler’s ‘eagle’s nest” at 
Berchtesgaden today 

The Air Ministry reported that re- 
connaissance photos showed a large 
number of bombs bursting right on 
Hitler’s chalet and SS barracks. An 
unofficial report by the Associated 
Press said that Hitler’s house had 
been blown off the face of the earth 
by a direct hit. 

About 200 Lancasters took part in 
the raid, and scores of the giant 
bombs of the type that drilled the 
thick hide of the Tirpitz were 





dropped, 


with differences of opinion and 
moves onward as the differences are 
adjusted through reason and mu- 
tual understanding. 

“The essence of our problem here 
is to provide a sensible machinery 
for the settlement of disputes among 
nations. Without this, peace can- 
not exist. We can no longer permit 
any nation or group of nations to 
attempt to settle their arguments 
with bombs and bayonets.” 

Decrying the theory that might 
makes right, the Chief Executive 
went on to say that “to deny this 
premise—and we most certainly do 
—we are obliged to provide the nec- 
essary means to refute it. Words 


(Continued on page 8) 
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SHAEF, April 25 — Three 
Allied armies, knocking 
aside outer defenses to Adolf 
Hitler’s southern redoubt, 
were believed spearheading 
tonight toward one of the 
last major battles of the 


European war. 

Striking swiftly against scattered 
opposition, all three armies were 
within 50 to 70 miles of Munich, 
largest of the German cities not 
yet captured, besieged or attacked 
by the Allies. 

Regensburg on the Danube was 
surrounded. Allied spearheads were 
within 25 miles of Augsburg and 
90 miles of Salzburg, key south Ger- 
man cities. 

One wing of the U. S. 3rd Army, 
which four days ago surprised the 
Nazis by suddenly changing the di- 
rection of its advance, was on the 
direct road to — and only 90 miles 
from — Berchtesgaden, Hitler's Al- 
pine capital. 

United Press said tens of thou- 
sands of elite Nazi troops were re- 
treating in disorder in front of the 
advancing Allies. Some reports said 
they may not be able to organize 
for battle in front of Munich. 


The drive is already cutting huge 
nicks from the biggest remaining 
pockets of German resistance. One 
report said that some 100 Nazi di- 
visions may be stationed in the 


The three Allied armies—French 
Ist, U. S. 7th and U. S. 3rd—were 
stretched out along a 700-mile front 
from Lake Constance, north of 
Switzerland, to within 35 miles of 
the Austrian border. The French 
Ist was covering the Lake Con- 
stance sector; the U. S. 3rd Army, 
the eastern flank. The U. S. 7th 
was advancing in the center, north- 
west of Augsburg. All were across 
the Danube in the upper Danube 
Valley. 

The French Ist Army was moving 
eastward along the Swiss border 
and had reached the vicinity of 
Ulm. Back at the Rhine, other 
French troops established bridge- 
heads below Basle and were clear- 
ing Nazis from the area between 
the Rhine and the Swiss border. 


(Continued on Page 2) 








Engineer Says 


Po Crossing 


’Like Basic Training Days’ 





By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


WITH U. S. TROOPS ACROSS 
THE PO RIVER, April 24 (Delayed) 
—The greatest river barrier in all 
Italy, the Po, was crossed by 5th 
Army troops today against virtu- 
ally no opposition, in sharp contrast 
to fierce resistance encountered yes- 
terday by elements of a U. S. di- 
vision in the crossings it made just 
before noon. : 

Initial crossings in this sector 
were made at 8:30 this morning 
after a reconnaissance visit across 
the 1,300-foot water gap last night 
by a regimental patrol commanded 
by Lt. George Duffv of Helena, Mon- 
tana. 

The Germans nad previously pre- 
pared a ferry site at this location 
but had .been unable to use it, ac- 
cording to the Italian Partisans. 





After laboring all night, an en- 
gineer battalion commanded by Maj. 


Hugh K. Burk, Toledo, Ohio, and 
another engineer battalion got as- 
sault boats to the river’s edge for 
the crossing. As the Po is unus- 
ually low this year, they had to get 
the boats through almost a thou- 
sand feet of loose sand before they 
could reach the water. 

Looming through the darkness 
was the opposing river bank, omi- 
nous in its quiet and height. Shortly 
after sunrise this morning, ten rub- 
ber assault boats began the slow 
laborious paddle crossing under the 
nose of an enemy who had always 
claimed that his Po River line would 
be bitterly defended. Two of the 
boats veered away from the group to 
make flank landings and to serve 
as protection. 

The ist Battalion’s A Company, 
commanded by Lt. Lincoln Bonini, 


(Continued on page 8) 





Nazi Buildings Leveled;' 
Berchtesgaden 3 


rd‘'s Goal 


MOSCOW, April 25—Ber- 
lin has been completely en- 
circled through the linking 
up of the armies of Marshals 
George Zhukov and Ivan 
Koniev northwest of Pots- 
dam, Marshal Stalin an- 
nounced tonight in an Order 
of the Day. 


Stalin’s order reported the cap- 
ture of Nauen, Elstahl, Rohrbeck, 
Marquard and Ketzlin, towns west 
and northwest of the capital. The 
meeting of Koniev and Zhukov, the 
order added, cut all roads leading 
from the city. They joined forces 
just ten days after Zhukov’s men 
left the Oder River to sweep upon 
Berlin from the northeast, while 
Koniev's men swept from the south- 
east. 

The Russian communique tonight 
reported that Red Army troops had 
crossed the Elbe 30 miles northwest 
of Dresden and captured the city 
of Riesa. The communique also an- 
nounced the clearing of Lichterfelde 
and Zehlendorf, in southwest Berlin, 
and Treptow in southeast Berlin. 

Within Berlin itself, the Red 
Army was less than 2,000 yards from 
Unter den Linden, once the most 
famous street in the city and now 
a battered, smoking shambles. 

Almost the entire eastern half 
of Greater Berlin was conquered, 
and most of the outlying districts 
- _ south were under Soviet con- 
rol. 

To the south, Marshal Koniev’s 
troops had swung up to the Elbe 
River on a long front, and to the 
north Zhukov’s forces were less than 
30 miles from the Elbe and a junc- 
tion with U. S. 9th Army units at 
Stendal. 

Evacuation from Berlin by air of 


(Continued on page 8) 





Petain Is In France 
For Treason Trial 


PARIS, April 25—Marshal Henri- 
Philippe Petain crossed into France 
from Geneva in Switzerland this 
morning, the semi-official French 
press agency reported. He was ac- 
companied by his wife and a num- 
ber of officers but by no other 
prominent Vichy officials. 

Petain’s trial, originally fixed for 
May 17 when it was thought he 
would have to be tried in absentia, 
has been postponed, the French 
Government announced tonight. 

His return to France has attracted 
tremendous interest here. The news 
is being played over the war in 
Parisian papers. General Charles 
de Gaulle, head of the French Pro- 
visional Government, was scheduled 
to broadcast tonight, and it was be- 
lieved that he would indicate the 
Government’s attitude toward Pe- 
tain’s surrender to French justice. 

The Paris newspapers almost 
unanimously demanded death for 
the 89-year-old Petain when he 
stands trial for high treason. The 
press bristled with such cries as 
— *“Monster,” “Hitler’s va- 
et.” 

A warrant for Petain’s arrest was 
issued some months ago and it was 
put into execution as soon as he 
reached French soil. It is expected 
that he will be confined in some 
military fortress. As a marshal of 
France, however, he may be given 





certain privileges, according to Reu- 
ter’s, 
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3rd Crosses Danube, 
Will Race For Munich 


By Set. PETER FURST 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 12TH ARMORED DIVISION ACROSS THE 
DANUBE, April 24 (Delayed)—Reinforced by doughboys of the 
veteran 3rd Infantry Division, infantry units and tankers of the 
12th Armored Division today expanded their newly won bridge- 
head over the Danube, and tonight were less than 50 miles from 
Munich. 

The vital Danube bridgehead opposite Dillingen, described by 
high Army officers as approximating the Remagen bridgehead in 
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importance, now measures ten+— 


miles in width and six miles in 
depth. It is being steadily en- 
larged against only spotty and 
spineless opposition. 

This ‘afternoon the doughboys 
moved into Wertingen, 15 miles 
northwest of Augsburg and less 
than 50 miles from Munich, just as 
the radio announced that Patton’s 
3rd Army was within 60 miles of 
that city. Bets were being made 
from the front lines back to divi- 
sion rear on who would get to 
Munich first. 

All along the roads leading from 
the river south toward the much- 
publicized “national redoubt,” tired, 
dusty tankers and armored in- 
fantrymen—Negro and non-Negro— 
of the 12th were cheering the blue 
and white-striped patches of 3rd 
Division doughboys moving across 
the Danube Bridze. 

Thousands of Germans were ut- 

, terly routed by the surprise push of 
Maj. Gen. Roderick Allen’s 12th 
Armored Division. Yesterday alone, 
2,161 prisoners were counted at the 
division cage, but this number does 
not include hundreds of convales- 
cents and casualties found in hos- 
pitals, and another batch of more 
than 1,000 which front-line units 
were unable to process and send 
back. 

Krauts captured in the small vil- 
lage of Binswangen, two miles west 
of Wertingen this morning, said 
that they had been in the Army less 
than two weeks, and that the of- 
ficers had left either the night 
before or this morning, before our 
artillery began shelling the town. 

Approximately 200 Krauts were 
left in and around Binswangen to 
“hold at all costs,” but they were 
armed only with light weapons such 
as rifles and burp guns, and it took 
the infantry about an hour to clean 

, out the town. Germans were sur- 
rendering so “ast that the dough- 
boys hardly had time to frisk them 
for weapons. 


Tito Enters Fiume, 
On Italian Frontier 


LONDON, April 25 (UP) — The 
Yugoslav troops of Marshal Josip 
Tito for the first time are fighting 
in Nazi-held Italian territory, an 
official communique irom head- 
quarters of the Yugoslav Army of 
National Liberation announced to- 
day. 

Tito’s troops crossed the frontier 
between Italy and Yugoslavia at 
Fiume, the communique said, and 
are now fighting In the streets of 
the city. 

Fiume, with a prewar population 
of around 50,000, has long been 
an Italian-Yugoslavian bone of 
contention. 

Assigned to Yugoslavia at the 
end of World War I, it was seized 
by Gabriel d’Annunzio’s Legion- 
naires in November, 1919, and its 
11 square miles of territory were 
declared a “free state,” which the 
Treaty of Rapallo confirmed in 
1920. Occupied a second time in 
2922 by D’Annunzio and the Fas- 
cists, it was handed over to Italy 
in 1924. 


Capture Of Baquio Near, 
Gen. MacArthur Reports 


MANILA, April 25—Baguio, Phil- 
ippine summer capital, which the 
Japanese have been bitterly defend- 
ing, was “all but in American 
hands,” General Douglas MacAr- 
thur reported today, according to 
Associated Press. 

New gains were made in this bat- 
tle on northern Luzon, while far 
to the south. on Mindanao, other 
U. S. troops pressed to within 50 
miles of Davao, largest city in the 
Philippines still held by the Japs 

Philippine-pased bombers con- 
tinued their heavy attacks upon 
Formosa. Thev have pounded this 
Japanese island so relentlessly in 
the past few months that the Japa- 
nese announced today that civilians 
were being evacuated from the is- 
land's two largest cities, 

















Expert’ On English 
Confuses Div. Staff 

WITH THE 12TH ARMORED 
DIVISION SOUTH OF THE 
DANUBE, April 25—The “blue 
Danube” caused some _  con- 
fusion at division headquarters 
when Lt. Col. Clayton Wells of 
Abilene, Tex., radioed in that he 
had reached the river and cap- 
tured the Dillingen bridge intact. 

His original message read: 
“Have bridge over the Danube 
and it’s blue.” Someone on the 
transmitter thought “blue” was 
bad English and changed it to 
“blown.” 





6,000 Nazi Vehicles. 
MAAF’s Tofal In Po 


MAAF HQ, April 25—The official 
total of German vehicles destroyed 
or damaged in the Po Valley during 
the past week, rose to 6,000 today 
as MAAF planes continued to pound 
not only the vehicles but also roads, 
river crossings, ferries, rail lines and 
bridges. 

Tactical Air Force planes today 
struck at Brenner line rail targets 
as far north as Steinach, Austria, 
beside bombing and strafing fleeing 
enemy vehicles and river craft. 

Flying Fortresses and Liberators 
of the 15th AAF hit the main sta- 
tion and rail yards of Linz, Austria, 
today. 

Last night’s MATAF operations 
included a two-hour attack against 
an ammunition convoy on the main 
highway from La Spezia to Parma, 
with more than 100 loaded vehicles 
believed destroyed or damaged. 
Other night attacks were against 
airfields at Villafranca, Bergamo 
and Ghedi, against a rail siding 
near Milan, and against pontoons 
= ferry crossings on the Adige 

ver. 


Russian Legislature 
Pays FDR Tribute 


MOSCOW, April 25 — Solemn 
tribute to the memory of President 
Roosevelt as “great friend of the 
Soviet Union” last night marked 
the opening of the 11th session 
of the Supreme Soviet, Russia’s 
highest legislative body. 

Unprecedented in the history of 
the Soviet Union, the tribute took 
the form of a eulogy delivered by 
M. O. Shvernik, Deputy Chairman 
of the Supreme Soviet. Marshal 
Stalin was present at the meeting, 
held in the Kremlin, and he was 
visibly moved as Shvernik spoke. 

After the address, Stalin and the 
hundreds of elected delegates to 
the Supreme Soviet stood in silent 
tribute to the late President of the 
United States. 

Shvernik said that the memory 
of President Roosevelt would al- 
ways be loved and honored by the 
Russian people. He asked that “the 
future friéndship of our peoples 
continue as a magnificent memorial 
to the great American, Roosevelt.” 











British In Burma Capture 
Another Big Oil Center 


KANDY, Ceylon, April 25—Brit- 
ish and Indian troops of the 14th 
Army, fighting in the rich oil region 
of central Burma, have captured 
Yanagyaung, second largest oil 
center there. the Southeast Asia 
Command announced today. 

The taking of Yanagyaune, on 
the Irrawaddy River about 150 
miles below Mandalay. followed the 








capture a few days aco of Chauk, 
Burma's principal oil center, 
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Few Nazi Stations 
Still Broadcasting 


LONDON, April 25 (UP) — Of 
some 350 German radio stations 
that used to be in operation, not 
more than a dozen, if that many, 
are still in operation today. 

News services, so-called, are 
silent except for Hellschriber, a 
German - controlled agency trans- 
mitting from Oslo, Norway. The big 
services, DNB and Transocean, are 
heard no more on the air. 

The main wave length on which 
German broadcasts are still to be 
heard is that of the Deutchsland- 
sender, which used to be situated 
near Berlin. 

The last broadcast of the “ach- 
tung” warning system was two days 
ago, when the announcer said: “As 
far as is known, there are no en- 
emy bomber formations over the 
Reich.” The remaining enemy sta- 
tions are divjded into north and 
south groups by London monitors. 
The fact that southern group sta- 
tions did not get the German com- 
munique indicated that there is 








U.S. 3rd Army 90 Miles 
Away From Hitler Retrea 





Loerrach and Weil, border towns, 
were threatened. 

The U. S. 7th and the French 
had joined their fronts near Rhin- 
gen, where the 7th Army had cap- 
tured a Danube bridge intact, and 
the 7th continued to pour tanks 
across the Danube for an advance 
downstream. Other 7th Army ele- 
ments were approaching Augsburg. 

U.S. 3rd Army columns encircling 
Regensburg were encountering 
mines, roadblocks and some fire 
jfrom automatic weapons, indicating 
that the Nazis would probably fight 
for the city. Main 3rd Army forces 
were only four miles from the 
city’s outskirts. 

The ilth Armored Division, 
which spearheaded the 3rd Army’s 
sensational dash from the Rhine 
into central Germany, was again 
leading the advance. Its columns 
had advanced some 40 miles during 
the past two days and were reported 
on the road to Berchtesgaden, with- 
in 35 miles of the Austrian border. 





little or no communication between 


the two sets. 
s s man pockets out of existence. 
On Relief Ship In the north, the British 52nd 
LONDON, April 25 (Reuter’s)—/Division closed along the north 
The Japanese relief ship, Awa'shore of the Weser River for a 
Maru, which was sunk on April 4 northeastern assault on Bremen, 
by an unidentified submarine, car-|while three other divisions moved 
ried more than 800 passengers, tne into outskirts of Germany’s second 
Japanese news agency reported to- |largest port under cover of heavy 
day. Some of the many notables artillery and air attacks. Reports 
aboard included Shimpei Takeuchi, l indicated the city is being reduced 
Vice Minister of Greater Asiatic|to rubble block by block. 
Affairs. The British have more than 400 


Elsewhere in west Germany and 
Holland, powerful Allied armies 
were crushing the remaining Ger- 








Excited Russians Await 
Announcement Of Linkup 


MOSCOW, April 25 (AP)—Excitement of the population of 
Moscow, awaiting news of the linkup of Anglo-American and 
Russian forces west of the Elbe showed today in chance con- 
versations with all sorts of people. 

An engineer who has been employed during the last two 
years in helping rebuild Stalingrad said that he could hardly 
wait for announcement of the join-up. 

He was only worried, he said. about how westerners would 
take the Russian habit of expressing joy by kissing cheeks. 

A woman tram conductor said that she wished she could 
be there running along Unter dén Linden with a trolley full of 
cheering Muscovites. She has a son fighting in Berlin and is 
proud that he is there. 

Factory girls—the most excited of all—said that boys and 
girls in the factories talked of nothing else except the linkup, 
and expressed the hope that soldiers, rather than officers, 
would be first to shake hands at the historical meeting. 








| Bishop To See MT0 


(Continued from page 1) 


heavy guns pounding at Br 
almost continually. Reuter’s 
ported huge columns of b 
smoke rising from every part 
the city. Their water supplies ¢ 
the Nazi commanders were re 
digging wells in Bremen streets. 

At Hamburg, the British 
Army tightened its lines 
the part of the city west of 
Elbe and artillery, and tank gu 
ners attacked Elbe River shi 
downstream from tne port. 

Canadian and Polish troops 
vancing along the Ems River n 
ward toward the German port 
Emden came under heavy fire 
day from giant naval guns W 
the Nazis had swung inland. 

From the Elbe-Mulde River f 
of the U. S. 1st and 9th 
came no news. Official silence 
tinued as to all operations lea 
to the expected merger with 
Russians. 


Swiss Block Enty 
Of Mussolini's 


ZURICH, Switzerland, April 
The Swiss Government today t 
back at the frontier Vittorio M 
lini after he had tried to enter 
nation with a false passport. 
ter’s reported. ; 

The Spent said that Musso 





,|son had been recognized by 


at a frontier post near Lugano 
had presented a passport pu 
edly from the Spanish Governm 
another officially neutral 
made out to “Don Carlos de 
tilla.”” en 
Entrance nas also been 
it was reported, to Jean Li “ 
once a director of the PM 
newspaper. Nouveau Te. 
father of Corinne Luchalrt 
French movie ac'ress 


ALLIED FORCE H@., Ital. 
25 — Bishop G. Bromley “ 
Methodist Bishop of New 2 i 
President of the Federal _ 
the Churches of Christ 0! 
is expected to visit the ot 
ranean Theater late this The 
has been announced here. fet 
pose of his visit is to om 
chaplains and report t 
Council of Churches on 





activities in this theater. 
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JAVA AND SINKERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Back from a German prison camp and a diet of watery soup and mouldy bread, these GIs get 
{ doughnuts and coffee from Red Cross girls aboard a train headed for Camp Myles Standish, 


Taunton, Mass. 


n 
(Acme) 





Comptroller Backs 
Byrd's Auditing Bill 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
-—Comptroller General Lindsay C. 
Warren Monday endorsed a bill by 
Senators Harry F. Byrd (D., Va.), 
and Hugh Butler (R., Neb.), which 
would require annual audit of all 
wholly-owned government corpora- 
tions by the General Accounting 
Office. 

The bill would require prepara- 
tion of an annual budget estimate 
by each of the 44 corporations and 
would prohibit any expenditure by 
them without specific Congressional 
authorization. 

Testifying before the Senate 
Banking and Currency Committee, 
Warren said he considered the bill 
to be “the most forward-looking 
and outstanding piece of legislation 
of its kind in the last 25 years.” 

Sen. Byrd told the commtitee 
“By operation of these 44 corpora- 
tions Congress has lost specific con- 
trol over expenditure of vast sums 
of funds for which, under the Con- 
sitution, it is responsible to the 
Gitizens of the United States. 

After the war, Sen. Byrd sug- 
bested, Congress should study legis- 
lation to reduce the number of 
Corporations and consolidate the 
activities of those remaining. 


france’s New Navy 
Owes Much To U. S. 


_"ASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
na S. material has modernized 
; hee’s Navy, provided her with 
important air force and equipped 
~ than 225,000 men of her Army, 
“an Monnett, head of the French 
amumission to obtain Lend-Lease 
Dplies, reported Monday. 

« Snnett expressed France’s ap- 
‘elation of Congress’ recent deci- 
oy extend Lend-Lease another 


brane to cooperation,” 
~ oy Said, “8 French divisions 
A. French units—more than 
r men — have been equipped 
parler France now has an im- 
~ air force equipped by Lend- 
“" Our Navy has been modern- 
ip rovided for and increased by 
Dlg oe naval units. These sup- 
eS by Lend-Lease amount to more 
ta billion dollars.” 
tlled. a relief supplies which tot- 
througie 2, tons from D-day 
ty met last December 31, jumped 
March 00 tons in the January- 
quarter, he asserted, adding 


gr shipments may approach 


TL 


Insists Price Stay 


~Byton WGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
fee a ce, Director of the Of- 
ton worship, submitted his 
reaction to President Truman, 
tne Y but the President insisted 
remain at his post, 
= 


this 


CONFERENCE SIDELICHTS 





Governments Will Not Fail 
World, Stettinius Declares 





The Secretary of State, Edward 
R. Stettinius Jr., host to the San 
Francisco world security confer- 
ence, expressed resolute determina- 
tion of the 1,200 delegates taking 
part and of the world’s miliions 
looking on when he issued this 
statement shortly after arriving in 
the city of the Golden Gate: 

“I come to San Francisco with 
the firm belief that the United 
Nations are united in their deter- 
mination to succeed in establish- 
ing a world organization. I say this 
with no wish to minimize the dif- 
ficulties. I say it because I believe 
all the peaceful peoples of the world 
demand this of us, and the Gov- 
ernments represented at this con- 
ference must not and will not fail 
them.” 

e * * 

The coming of the Soviet For- 
eign Commissar, Vyacheslay M. 
Molotov created a _ stir that 
rippled all through San Fran- 
cisco. From his army transport 
plane the Russian was driven in 
a bullet-proof car, preceded by 
motorcycle police, through 
packed streets to his hotel, where 
he was joined by W. Averell Har- 
riman, U. S. Ambassador to Rus- 
sia. Thousands of curious by- 
standers swarmed around his car 
in front of the hotel. 


. . . 


The 1,200 United Nations dele- 
gates and aides will be distributed 
through four general commissions, 
with committees for detailed study 
and preliminary sifting. 

The four commissions are the 
general assembly, general provis- 
ions, common security council and 
judicial organization. Each com- 
mission has a number of commit- 
tees. 

Newsmen are saying it will be 
Monday before the delegates throw 
off their formal clothes, roll up 
their sleeves and get down to the 
hard work of the conference. 


When 75-year-old Rep. Sol 
Bloom of New York, a U. S. dele- 
gate, stepped off the train in 
San Francisco, he told reporters: 
“It’s good to be home.” He was 
returning to the city where he 
lived as a boy. 

7 * 
Memorial services were held last 
night in the civic auditorium for 
the late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, the man most respon- 
sible for the conference. 
Navy Cmdr. Harold E.- Stassen, 
member of the U. S. delegation, 
former Governor of Minnesota, was 
the principal speaker. He expressed 
the hope that the conference would 
build an enduring tribute to Mr 
Roosevelt’s memory. 
“There is an overwhelming opin- 





ion in the world today,” he said, 
“arising from the fighting men on 





the battlefields, on the sea and in 
the air, just as surely as it arises 
from the homes, the shops, the 
offices and .the farms that the 
United Nations shall form a con- 
tinuing organization for peace to 
carry on after the day of victory 
in this war.” 
. . . 


General Jan Smuts, the South 
African Prime Minister, long a 
world figure, had this message 
to give the delegates after his 
arrival: “The San Francisco con- 
ference is the last great battle 
of the war, and the last great 
victory of the war will be here. 
If this is not a success we have 
largely fought in vain. Every- 
thing seems set for success. We 
have learned that if we do not 
hang together we shall hang 
separately.” 


Comment on the conference had 
a prominent place. today in the 
editorial pages of many world news- 
papers. 

Walter Lippmann, writing from 
San Francisco, said in the New 
York Herald Tribune and other 
papers: “The document that comes 
out of San Francisco should be very 
short, very simple and concerned 
only with establishing a framework, 
declaring a purpose and authorizing 
the means to fulfill it. All the rest 
should be developed by the organi- 
zation itself. By adhering to this 
broad principle—which is to dif- 
ferentiate between a _ constitution 
and a body of laws—we can create 
a living organization that will itself 
grow and develop.” 

Columnist Harley Hendrick in 
The Christian Science Monitor de- 
scribed the city of San Francisco, 
the:site of “the most hope-thrilling 
conference of nations ever called,” 
as symbolic of “supreme oppor- 
tunity and challenge.” 


The women of the democratic 
world have both an active and 
an inactive voice in the proceed- 
ings of the conference. There are 
at least ten women delegates, as 
well as 26 consultants and asso- 
ciates. Women are in the delega- 
tion of the United States, Eng- 
land, China, Canada, Norway, 
the Dominican Republic, Brazil 
and Venezuela, either as members 
or advisers. 


Filipino Favorite 

PHILADELPHIA, April 25 (ANS) 
—The favorite name for Filipino 
babies is Douglas, so J. Edward 
Haggerty. former president of a 
Jesuit College in northern Min- 
danao, told the Jesuit Guild today. 
He said he had baptized as many 
as 15 infants named for General 
MacArthur in a single morning. 


Combat Cut Voted 
To 18-Year-Old Gis 





WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS)—The Senate yesterday voted 
to extend the draft law another year at least. 


Before passing the measure, 
18-year-olds to have at least six 


it inserted a clause requiring all 
months training before entering 


combat. The measure was approved on a voice vote, and now 
goes to the House for concurrence on the amendments. 


The House had voted the 
amendment relating to 18-year 








EM Over 42 Years 
Can Get Discharges 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
—The War Department § an- 
nounced yesterday that enlisted 
men who are 42 years of age or 
over will be discharged from the 
Army at their own request. 

The ruling will not apply to any 
Soldier who is undergoing disci- 
plinary action or who is in need 
of further medical or surgical 
treatment. 

Approximately 50,000 men in 
the Army are 42 or more, the 
War Department sald. Soldiers 
overseas who apply for and are 
eligible for a discharge will be 
brought back to the U. S. for 
release at the “earliest practic- 
paw date,” the announcement 
said. 


Senate Group OK’s 
List Of Promotions 


WASHINGTON, April 25 — The 
Senate Military Affairs Committee 
yesterday approved promotions to 
the temporary rank of four-star 
general for Lt. Gen. George S. Pat- 
ton, U. S. 3rd Army commander, 
and Lt. Gen. Courtney S. Hodges, 
U. S. lst Armv commander. 

The committee also approved the 
promotions to the temporary rank 
of lieutenant general for nine offi- 
cers, including Maj. Gen. Geoffrey 
Keyes, II Corps commander, whose 
troops are spearheading the present 
Allied spring offensive in Italy. 

The promotions for Generals 
Patton and Hodges were recom- 
mended by President Harry S. Tru- 
man, who said that two such ex- 
cellent fighting men should have 
increased rank. 

Major generals promoted, in ad- 
dition to General Keyes, are: Gen- 
erals Eugene Reybold, Chief of 
Engineers; Levin H. Campbell Jr., 
Chief of Ordnance; Lucius D. Clay, 
Joseph L. Collins, Oscar W. Gris- 
wold, Edmund B. Gregory, Walton 
H. Walker, and Wade H. Haislip. 


Union Head Drafted, 
Workers On Strike 


CHICAGO, April 25 (ANS)—One 
hundred and fifty members of an 
AFL union, protesting the immi- 
nent induction into the Army of 
their local union president, John 
Nechistak, were on strike today at 
the Pettibone Mulliken Corporation, 
makers of gun carriages. 

J. J. Vincent, regional super- 
visor of the U. S. Conciliation 
Service, said the principal com- 
plaint of Local 625 International 
Brotherhood of Drop Forgers, 
Blacksmiths and Helpers, was that 
the company sought “to get rid of” 
Nechistak by declining to ask fur- 
ther deferment of him. A conciliator 
has been unable to effect a settle- 
ment since the walkout began last 
Friday night, Vincent said. 

Company officials claimed that 
Nechistak’s case was merely one 
of many in which the concern de- 
cided it was no longer necessary to 
ask for specific deferment. 

Nechistak, a welder, is 29, mar- 
ried, and the father of two children 
and has been deferred up to now 
at the company’s request, he said, 
as an essential worker. 


McGrady Rumored Next 
Labor Department Head 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS)— 
President Truman was reported by 
the United Press today to be con- 
sidering Edward F. McGrady for the 
post of Secretary of Labor. 

McGrady, Assistant Secretary of 
Labor from 1933 to 1937 and veteran 
AFL figure, has been in charge of 








labor relations for the Radio Corpo- 
ration of America. 


extension without change. The 


-olds was passed, 50 to 25, over 
—+objections of 


the Army and 
Navy. Twenty-three Democrats, 
26 Republicans and Sen. Robert 
M. LaFollette Jr. (Progressive, 
Wis.), voted for it. Against it 
were 19 Democrats and six Re- 
publicans. 

Another amendment offered by 
Sen. Owen Brewster (R., Me.), to 
prohibit drafting of men over 31 
after May 1 was rejected, 57 to 11, 
after a stormy argument. 

The current Selective Servict Ax‘ 
expires May 15. The legislation ex- 
tends it for one year beyond that 
date, or until the end of global war, 
whichever comes sooner. 


BILL SPONSORS 

Prohibition against use of 18- 
year-old draftees in combat without 
six months’ training was sponsored 
by Senators Tom Stewart (D.,, 
Tenn.), Edwin C. Johnson (D.,, 
Colo.), Chapman Revercomb (R., 
W. Va.), and George A. Wilson 
(R., Towa). 

In the form finally approved, it 
would apply only to draftees, not 
to volunteers, and Senators disputed 
whether it affected the Navy. At 
the request of Sen. David I. Walsh 
(D., Mass.), chairman of the Senate 
Naval Affairs Committee, the spon- 
sors accepted an addition to the 
language of the ban: “This proviso 
shall not be construed as preventing 
assignment of enlisted men of the 
| Navy or Coast Guard and reserve 
components thereof to duty for 
training on combat vessels of the 
Navy or Coast Guard and at naval 
bases beyond the continental limits 
of the United States.” 


NIX NAVY 

Sen. Lister Hill (D., Ala.), acting 
majority leader argued that the 
“practical effect of this language is 
to eliminate the Navy” but Sen. 
Revercomb disputed this. The Navy, 
the West Virginian said, could not 
send men into combat without six 
months’ training, no matter where 
they were trained, asking defeat of 
the whole proposal. 

Sen. Hill recalled that General 
George C. Marshall had opposed it 
and had advised that the Army 
planned, as soon as military condi- 
tions permit, to send no more sol- 
diers overseas under 19. 

Sen. Warren G. Magnuson (D., 
Wash.), who served a tour of duty 
in the Pacific as a Nava] Reserve 
officer earlier in the war, urged the 
Senate to go slow in cutting down 
Selective Service, saying: “No mat- 
ter how optimistic we may be about 
the situation in Europe, we should 
remember that this war {fs far from 
over. Westward lies our most for- 
midable enemy.” 4 


Chiefs Meet Truman 


WASHINGTON, April 2: (ANS) 
—President Harry S. Truman held 
an hour-long conference with his 
military and diplomatic high com- 
mand yesterday. 

The fact that the Russian and 
American Armies are so close to 
each other had led to some specula- 
tion. that the announcement of 
their junction might be near. 

The conferees were Secretary of 
State FEdward R. Stettinius Jr.; 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
son; Secretary of Navy Ja:aes V. 
Forrestal; Admiral William  D. 
Leahy, the Presidet.t’. military ad- 
viser; General George C. Marshall, 
Army Chief of Staff: and Admiral 
Ernest J. King, Chief of Naval Op- 
erations. 

When asked what topics had been 
discussed, Mr. Forrestal said that 
Secretary Stettinius was still in 
conference in the President’s of- 
fice and “he’s the man tc see.” Mr. 
Stettinius, however. merely referred 
inquiries to the President. 


Nuts! 

WASHINGTON, April 25 (AP)— 
The United States Commercial 
Company, Government agency, has 
restored trade channels between 
Italian exporters of pistachio nuts 
and American importers, the 
eral Economic Administration an- 





nounced last week, 
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PAUL MURRAY ; 
Dear Editor: 

Santo Cielo! All I did was write 
and ask you please to restore the 
“Bumsteads” to their proper place 
in your pages (from which you had 
dropped them most abruptly and, 
as yet, without explanation), at the 
expense “if necessary” (my very 
words—both of them) of the in- 
terloper, “Barnaby.” 

Dagwood’s family returned to us, 
but in April 9th issue, my name was 
dragged through the gutter in a 
most shameless manner. I was by 
implication called everything from 
a “peasant” to a “bird-brain” and 
my immaturity and dull-wittedness 
were proclaimed without an ounce 
of pity. Altogether the whole ex- 
perience was so upsetting that di- 
rectly after supper I had to go to 
bed with a hot toddy (that’s a 
drink) and there I sobbed myself 
to sleep. 

This morning, I am feeling much 
refreshed, and with a glass of milk 
and some zweiback in easy reach, 
I am ready to continue this thor- 
oughly pointless fray. 

I am amused at the snobbism 
that considers me immature because 
I do not prefer the intellectuality 
of “Barnaby.” But what tickles me 
most is the supremely adult taunt 
of the first letter: ‘“What’sa matter, 
Murray, is it too subtle for ya?” 
(step acrost that line, I dare ya!) 
I haven’t heard that since I was 
even younger than I am now, and 
that’s going some. 

If “Barnaby” is “Adult Humor” 
(sic) and if that is a good thing, 
then I’m not too unhappy about 
being classed with the children. I 
am as great an admirer of good 
satire as anybody, but I find noth- 
ing original nor remarkable and 
only occasionally find something 
even wanly amusing about Crock- 
ett Johnson’s oh-so-clever little 
travesty of the child psychologists, 
soap operas, Congress, which never 
appeared in The Stars and Stripes. 
and so forth. 

I shall, however, try to keep a 
civil keyboard under my touch, as 


mother has well instilled me with 
a respect for my elders, who are 
always given the benefit of the 
doubt and assumed to be my bet- 
ters as well. 

Actually, there is room for all our 
favorite cartoons. The Stars and 
Stripes implies there is not, but 
I’m sure we would none of us miss 
the space given to the drivel from 
home about the midnight curfew, 
the cigarette shortage, the amours 
of Van Wie, etc., and it could be 
turned over instead to “Barnaby’s 
Mr. O'Malley” and all the little 
“elves.” 

I climb down from my high chair 
and now it’s someone else’s turn. 

—T-3 Paul Murray, SC. 





RECREATIONAL FLYING 
Dear Editor: 

There are in the vicinity of 
Naples several Cubs and possibly 
other light planes packed in crates 
and presumably surplus to the 
needs of the AAF. 

It is my suggestion that these 
planes be made available (through 
Special Service or other qualified 
organization) to men of the Armed 
Forces holding some evidence of 
competent flying experience, such 
as a CAA Private or Commercial 
“ticket” or Army training. Many 
unsuccessful cadets have sufficient 
training to fly these planes. 

Such planes could be flown from 
strips parallel to paved runways of 
the local fields and need not inter- 
fere in any way with the other traf- 
fic which seemed to be comprised 
chiefly of transport craft. 

Proper maintenance for safe op- 
eration might be a problem but from 
my limited observation there seems 
to be no problem of expense or man- 
power where projects of recreation 
are of interest to a large number 
of men. Or, if necessary, a nominal 
hourly rate could be charged to 
cover the cost of gas and oil. In ad- 
dition to the recreation angle, such 
time would provide a valuable link 
to their postwar flying. 

—Pvt. Charles H. Knox, AAF 
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PO LI‘L PO VALLEY JOE 

Po li'l Po Valley Joe . . . Po li'l Po 
Valley Joe 

He used to go out calling while the 
mountain dew was falling 

Now he don’t live in the mountains 
any mo 

He’s through . . . all through 

Walking back to camp for breakfast 
off of Highway 62 

He just sits and pines for the rug- 
ged Apennines 

Po li'l Po Valley Joe, 


Po li'l Po Valley Joe 
Valley Joe 

He bought his mountain grappa 
from a signorina’s papa 

Now he don’t live in the mountains 


- +. po lil Po 


any mo 
No mo... he’ll be 
Throwin’ bottles from a _ Bailey 


Bridge on Highway 63 

He just sits and pines for the rug- 
ged Apennines 

Po li'l Po Valley Joe. 


Po li’l Po Valley Joe 
Valley Joe 

This po Americano liked the town 
of Loiano 

Now he don’t live in the mountains 
any mo 

No mo... he'll drive 

Into Alexander’s donut stand on 
Highway 65 

He just sits and pines for the rug- 
ged Apennines 

Po li'l Po Valley Joe. 


Po li'l Po Valley Joe 
Valley Joe 

He used to write “stop hoarding 
that great speckled bird record- 


... po li'l Po 


-« « po. Hil Po 


ing 

Now he don’t write to the station 
any mo 

He’s low . . . so low 


That he don’t enjoy Bill Mauldin 
in The Stars and Stripes no mo 

He just sits and pines for the rug- 
ged Apennines 

Po li’l Po Valley Joe. 

- —Cpl. Lyle Moraine, CE 


BOTTOMS UP! 
O, give us the brew 
With more strength 
‘And less residue! 





VIAREGGIO 


We do not stop to examine all the 
facts 

— make legends real, proverbs 

ve; 

All is taken for truth, but surely 
something lacks 

When we find history cheated! 
Strange that I should give 

My impetus to the truth of Shel- 
ley’s grave, 

Yet, few know his pyre burned sour 
flesh at Viareggio, 

In ancient Greece, where Trelawny 
carved to save 

The young poet’s heart for Bos- 
combe's twilight glow. 

os wien Shelley returned to 


Only his memory rests here in Au- 
relian sod. 
—F. O. Doug Wallace, AAF 





ence. 


gaiety. 


By Sgt. BILL HOGAN 
Staff Correspondent 


SAN FRANCISCO, April 25—The city by the Golden Gate—already teeming with m 
wartime activities—has taken on an air of international pageantry for the wor) 


newsm 





gates, secretariat 
staff experts, press and radio 
workers milled amid the deaf- 
ening clamor of the prepara- 
tions. 

San Francisco today is bedecked 
in color. Bouquets of United Nations 
flags blossom from buildings, win- 
dows, streets and hotel lobbies. 
Crowds last night and today were 
milling about hotels and near con- 
ference headquarters, behind 
squadrons of city police and Army 
MPs, trying to get a look at various 
dignitaries. 

The crowds did not recognize 
delegates individually—as they 
would have recognized movie stars 
at a premiere—but they knew each 
large auto driving up to the hotel 
entrance meant that somebody who 
was somebody was arriving. 


MR. ARABIA 


By far the most colorful visitor 
is the royal prince from Saudi 


their smart uniforms are the Red 


applauded loudly as three Red 
darted inside—the Russians smiled 
broadly. 

Newspaper headlines in the city’s 
press are helping to keep spirits 
high, although they have been em- 
phasizing not the conference, but 
the war in Europe. 

Announcement of the junction 
between U. S. soldiers and Red 
Army colleagues is expected hourly. 
Headlines are shrieking progress in 
the battle for Berlin. 

Despite all the official warnings 
that there’ll be fighting in Europe 
for some time, there is enormous 
relief. The feeling is that only a 
mopup—on a grand scale, perhaps, 
but only a mopup—remains. 

Below the headlines and stories 
of Europe, however, San Francisco 
papers are splashing their own 
story—the conference. 

Picture pages tell of the arrival 
of dignitaries. Women are draw- 
ing considerable attention—the 
scattered women delegates, wives 
of delegates, and feminine mem- 
bers of the State Department en- 
tourage. 


PRESS GATHERS 


All the big news agencies have 
extra on-the-spot offices in the 
massive Veterans’ building adjoin- 
ing the Opera House. Radio's “spe- 
cial coverage” seems to be every- 
where—radio trucks dart in and 
about the Civic Center, and elab- 
orate installations are set up in all 
conference halls. 

Newsmen have taken over the 
Palace Hotel, where correspondents 
from China,’ Britain, Poland, 
France, the Latin American coun- 
tries and elsewhere seem able to 
converse in French and Basic Eng- 
lish, although in the lobby there is 
always a babble of many national 
tongues. The range covered by 





Arabia, who wears flowing brown |* 
robes. Recognized immediately for}: 


Army officers. Crowds in front of}; 
the St. Francis hotel last night 


Army majors left an auto andj« 
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EMIR FAISAL 
«+. most colorful... 





newspaper representatives was in- 
dicated yesterday by the arrival 
of the Hollywood gossip columnist, 
Hedda Hopper, to cover the con- 
ference from what is called the 
woman's angle. 

Papers with women’s pgges norm- 


—— 


household hints now are ja 

with what delegates are doin, 

wearing, and with interviews 
women  representat ives—espec 
with Dean Virginia c. Gildersiee 
of Barnard College, the only 
woman delegate to the confere, 


Advertisements in the pa 


cluding Chinese 


of Chinese Republic 
spersed with U. S. flags, flew 
and down Grant 
main stem of Chinatown. 


WORKERS ALL 


ies. : 
Secretaries by 


their accommodations. 


complished by the meetings. 
Amidst the 


elevator operator 
last war was heard 
Frank McDowell, 55, 





ally devoted to society notes and 


in what they do.” 


April 2¢, 1945 


Workmen Still Bang Away 
As Delegates Pull Into Friscg 


d Security Confer. 


But the keynote is sober concern for the success of the conference rather than any carniya 
The city is bulging with foreign diplomats and with what seems to be even more 
from all the United Nations. In the vast Civic Center—the hub of conference activity—scafto i 

and last-minute carpentering were still under way at the last minute today as hundreds of “et 


personnel,#— al 


leeve 


erence, 
_ |seek to sell little. Otten the’ 
<|printed in several languages, in 
and Russian 
extend San Francisco's erecting 
Chinatown is beaming. Stores they 
devote their display space to praise 
of China's struggle. Great batteries 
flags, inter. 


Avenue, th 


But at conference headquarter, 
as late as yesterday, furniture move 
ers, telephone men, scurrying meg. 
£|Sengers and a miscellany of othe 
workers elbowed arriving dignity. 


the  bushd 
scrambled to pick out the fum 
ture they liked, keeping room key 
in their pockets lest a Inte a 
rival “pull rank” and take ove 


The ordinary people have great 
faith in the outcome of the com 
ference and in what can be a 


pageantry ef the 
whole program, the voice of an e& 
injured in th 
last night, 

declared: 
“There's lots of people in town fe 
this. The hope of the world lig 
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and may equal it in importance. 
It was explained tonight that 
the sudden blitz-like dash by 
Maj. Gen. Roderick Allen’s force 
southward and across the Dillin- 
gen Bridge left the Germans no 
time to organize any kind of 
defense along the Danube. Thus 
the defenders of the “redoubt” 
may be faced with an over- 
whelming Allied attacking force 
weeks sooner than they ex- 
pected. 





Lt. Col. Clayton Wills of Abilene, 














Freed Italian Cities Vital To Nation 





Advances of the 5th and 8th 
Armies ifi the past week have 
cleared Modena. Ferrara and La 
Spezia to snare the largest bag of 
cities within any comparable pe- 
riod of life during the Italian cam- 
paign. 

Italy’s chief naval harbor since 
1861. La Spezia, with a prewar 
population of approximately 80,000, 
is located on the Bay of Spezia, 
an all-weather anchorage enclosed 
by two ranges of hills and pro- 
tected by forts and a submarine 
breakwater. Important arsenals and 
magazines formerly turned out 
naval artillery, electrical works and 
torpedoes. 

RESORT TOWN 

Because of its mild climate, La 
Spezia used to be popular as a 
winter residence and summer bath- 
ing resort. Remains of ancient 
Roman sea-baths can still be found 
in the vicinity of San Vito Bay. 
Highway 1 runs through the town, 
which dates from 1371. 

Modena, which before the war 





~  Pfe. David Corn Jr., Inf. 





had about 100,000 inhabitants, is 


situated in a damp, low plain con- 
sidered one of the most fertile 
zones of the Po Valley. Largely an 
agricultural market and a site of 
cheese and sausage factories, the 
serene provincial capital possesses 
broad streets (Via Emilia, which 
bisects it, is the main drag), spa- 
cious arcades, a university and an 
art academy. 

A’ famous Romanesque. Duomo, 
(or cathedral), begun in 1099, is 
located on the main square. The 
most famous landmark is the grace- 
ful, 350-foot, leaning  bell-tower, 
named La Ghirlandina, erected in 
the 13th century. : 

Like Modena, Ferrara is situated 
in fertile agricultural country, but, 
both from a shipper’s and mili- 
tarist’s viewpoint, the latter city. 
some three miles south of the Po, 
is strategically more important as 
a junction for six railroad lines. 

Capital of hemp-producing Fer- 
rara prevents. with a prewar com- 
munal population of 122,659, Fer- 
rara was the cradle of the Italian 





sugar industry. 
According to hearsay, it is noted 


for its graceful, elegant and talka- 
tive women. It has a more notori- 
ous distinction as the place where 
the Fascist castor-oil treatment 
was inaugurated, not too surprising, 
perhaps, in a town where Lucrezia 
Borgia spent her married life. 


FADED GLORY 


Ferrara thrived during the Re- 
naissance rule of the Estensi fam- 
ily, which drew to its court human- 
itarians, poets, and painters. To- 
day, its most striking edifice is the 
Estensi castle. a square brick 
building with four massive towers 
in the center of town. Many small. 
early Renaissance palaces, com- 
paratively small. attest to the 
town’s “golden period,” the finest 
of these, the ralazzo di Diamanti, 
contains a municipal picture gal- 
lery featuring works by artists of 
the so-called Ferrara school. 

Its small free university includes 
a library which formerly housed 
many valuable manuscripts. And, 
by the way, the art of well-flav- 


7th Army Pouring Across 
Danube Span, Taken Intact 


By A Staff Correspondent 


SOUTH OF THE DANUBE, April 24 (Delayed)-—Guns, tanks, 
supplies and doughboys of several divisions of the U. S. 7th Amy 
were pouring across the Dillingen Bridge today to join front-line 
infantry and armored elements heading south for what the Nazis 
claim will be their last fortress of the war. 

The story of the capture intact of the vital 250-yard-lg 
bridge by units of the 12th Armored Division apprceaches 
that of the Remagen Bridge,¢+——-—————-- —— 
Texas, commander of the task foree 
which travelled 50 miles in a single 
day to take the bridge before the 


enemy knew what was Up, 


collapse 
German jet planes tried hari 


success. Yesterday's shelling 
few 88s proved completely ineffe 
tive, failing to come closer § 
two miles from the approaches. 
No one had expected the Dillingea 
or any other bridge across 
Danube River to be taken int 
and even today ducks and © 
amphibious vehicles loaded b 
supplies were crowding the ™ 
roads north of the river. , 
German trucks were : 
knocked out right and left Ite 
American armor sped toma 
bridge. Capt. William Rid 
Liberty, Mo., a tank platoon 


stm 

mander, and Set Ogden 
an : 

Spokane, wee. 08 on the bf 


fantryman, were 
and ‘vaoea for the wires wt , 
bridge eould pe nlown. A fe 
oners were taken. ; 
Half an hour after the a 
had been taken, a German : 
cyclist rolled nonchalant A peed 
the river into Dillingen, OF iw 
unaware that the Naz7!s jan 
here any more. 


Heart Failure ol 
SHAEF, April 25—Get™ ied 
Marshal ‘Erwin Rommel, ig 
killed as result of 40 1 by i 
attack last fall, was US 4 si 


ords reveal. 





ored, aphrodisiac cooking sun- 
posedly originated here. —B. W. 


Rommel having died 
1944 in a@ reserve hospital. 


in drama 


“Now all I have to do is find t 
man who took the Remagen Britt 
and say to him ‘Your bridge mi 
have been bigger. but mine dit 


day to make it coilapse, but withas 
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qhursdoy. A 
ned Force Asked 
it Neutrals Harbor 
Nazi War Criminals 
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HIN : 
was Government was asked to 
~o, use arms if necessary to 
Anifold or © ond catch any Nazi war 
ered seek safety in so- 
‘Onfer. ninals Who : 
- led neutral nations, in an act on 
AMiva) ~ the House of Representatives 
yo n Affairs Committee. , 
wsmen The committee adopted a reso ae 
folding in which, when approved by 
f dele. lt and Senate, will put Congress 
ee ecord as believing that no per- 
ja * tor of atrocities should be per- 
— Peed to find sanctuary behind 
~ - awe) nations’ borders—as did 
i — Wilhelm II, after the last 
erie) =“ for example. Among the prin- 
WUS pa nations still officially neu- 
ferenns ~4 at present are ovem, bi 
Papery tugal, Eire, Switzerland an we- 
hey an den. 
cS, ite BE WARNED 
kk Luther Johnson (D., Tex.) 


Rep. 


etings, geting chairman 


of the powerful 


°s theny fairs nittee, said: 
. jon Affairs com! , & : 

4 me Pris i a warning to neutral coun- 
‘ote tries not to shelter Nazi criminals. 
flew i Written by Rep. Cecil R. King 
M the resolution came 


, Calif.), 
. of committee after a group of 
Congressional members had left for 
Europe to inspect Nazi atrocity 


s. 
vainted at Hitler and other lead- 
es of the Nazi party one clause 


1e, the 


juarters, 
Te move 





ng Mee - 
) sno one should escape punish- 
oo aa on the grounds that his crimes 
were committed as “acts of the 
bu ate.” . 
fon The committee killed, by tabling, 
om keyg a resolution offered by Rep. Eman- 
Ate ar yel Celler (D., N. Y.), which would 
ke over have requested the President to 





appoint a special commission to 
work with the United Nations War 
Crimes Commission in defining war 
crimes. 
The Senate debated for nearly 






@ great 
Ne Conte 
be ae 
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of the 





an hour over complaints that the 

all ele Congressional delegation already on 
in the its way to see the horrors perpe- 
night, ated by the Germans was made 








eclared: 
own for 
rid lies 


of hand-picked Congressmen and 
agroup of newspaper and magazine 
editors anc’ publishers who have 
been flown to Europe by the Army 
at the request of General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
Resolutions for official inquiries 
were offered in the Senate by Sen. 
A.B. Chandler (D., Ky.), and in the 
House by Representatives Overton 




















Brooks (D., La.), Ed Gossett (D., 
Texas), and Daniel J. Flood (D., 
Pa), Rep. Gossett suggested the 


Congressional inquiry group, but 
Rep. Brooks and Rep. Flood wanted 
4 War Atrocities Commission. 


ARGUE APPROVAL 

The Senate debate was over of- 
ficial approval—finally granted—for 
the absence of the six Senators who 
Went to Europe. Those selected to 
gO were informally selected 
Saturday by the Majority Leader, |< 
Sen. Alben Barkley (D., Ky.), and 
the Minority Leader, Sen. Wallace 
H. White (R., Maine), after consul- 
lation with other members of the 
mente. The body was in recess at the 
e of selection 

At the time of selection Maj. Gen. 
ton B. Pearsons, the War Dé- 
partment’s legislative liaison officer, 
nd two other Army officers were 
Present. Senators George D. Aiken 
AR., Vt.), and Wayne L. Morse (R., 
vregon), Associated Press com- i 
——y appeared particularly dis- 
toed over the possibility that the 
my had attempted to select a 
wMMittee for the Senate. 

























Security Measure 


LONDON, April 25—The Swiss 
ge the railroad between Ger- 
Sine peed Switzerland, near the |t 
point Where it crosses the frontier. 
moh Said the cut was made as 
“curity measure, 


i 



















—Elmer Davis promised Tuesday 
last that the Germans will 


rors perpetrated in their country’s 
concentration camps, assuming they 
don’t know it already. 


recently from Europe, said part of 
the re-education 
public will be liberal coverage by 
Allied 
Nazi-inspired atrocities. He told the 
news conference that German citi- 
zens, especially in badly battered 
cities west of the Rhine, already are 


agreement that cooperation between 
OWI and the military in propa- 
ganda work will continue during the 
military occupation 
under Brig. Gen. Robert A. McClure, 
chief of the Psychological Warfare 
Division of SHAEF. 


stated, but added that the agency 
“has some plans we want to discuss 
with the State and War Depart- 
ments.” 


out of you. 


TAKE IT OFF, 


SISTER 





This, friends, is the latest gadget for removing unsightly 
lumps, humps and bulges. All you do is step in with a good 
book, push the button, and this little contraption beats hell 


(Acme) 








About Nazi Sadism 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 


be told 
‘plenty” about the wholesale /hhor- 


The OWI director, who returned 


of the German 


newspapers and radio of 


n a “chastened mood.” 
Davis said his trip resulted in an 


of Germany 


OWI passes out of existence at 
he end of the Japanese war, he 





Policy Given On Survivors 


When 2 Or More Kin Slain 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS)—The Army and Navy disclosed 
today that when two or more members of an immediate family 
become war casualties the remaining members in service will, on! 
request, be assigned to non-hazardous duty. 
The policy applies when at least two members of a family 
in any branch of the Army, Navy or Marines have been killed in 
action, die as a result of wounds, disease or accident, are missing! to three round trips annually from 
+--+ in action, or:are taken prisoner.|the United States. 

y , Non-hazardous duty is defined as | { 
Germans To learn duty in the rear of an active thea-|fact that the flow of materials in- 
ter or assignment in an inactive |VOlves, roughly, 5,000,000 items 
theater or in the United States. 

In the case of a sole surviving | 
child, girl or boy, he or she would} 
be returned to this country for 
permanent assignment. Request for 
such duty may be made by the 
serviceman or servicewoman or by 
a member of the immediate family. 

The departments estimated that 
10,000 men and women now in the 
service will be eligible. The policy 
is an extension of a previously-an- 
nounced plan to assign a sole sur- 
viving son to non-hazardous duty. 

Here are examples of the way it 
would work: 

If two of five sons were casual- 
ties—either dead, missing or taken 
prisoner—the other three would be 
assigned non-hazardous duty here 
or overseas. 

If two of three sons were cas- 
ualties, the remaining son would 
be returned to the United States for 
permanent assignment. 


Award For Pyle 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
—Legislation 
award of the Medal of Honor to 
Ernie Pyle was introduced today by 
Representatives Robert A. Grand 
and Raymond S. Springer, both In- 
diana Republicans. A similar bill 
has been introduced in the Senate. 


for the posthumous 





~, 


rae Pershing 
Spokesman Al 
| Fall Of Berlin 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
—The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
asked General Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower yesterday to designate World 
War I veterans to represent’ Gen- 
eral John J. Pershing in ceremonies 
marking the formal occupation of 
Berlin. 

The request was cabled to Gen- 








Policy Toward PWs 
Lodged In Stafes 
Pays, General Says 


NEW YORK, April 25 (ANS)— 
The policy of the German Prisoner 
of War Board, controlling Kraut 
PWs in the United States, has paid 
dividends in the form of “reason- 
able treatment” given to U. S. pris- 
oners by the Germans, according 
jto a recent article in a magazine 
by Maj. Gen. Archer L. Lerch, the 
Army’s Provost Marshal General. 








eral Eisenhower by Jean A. Brun- 


VFW, who said: “This recognition 
would be a fitting tribute to the 
foresight of another great military 
leader.” 

Brunner said that General Persh- 
ing had hoped to march down Ber- 
lin’s Unter den Linden at the con- 
clusion of World War I, in an effort 
to warn the Germans against an- 
other war. Brunner suggested that 
“holders of the Congressional Medal 
of Honor be selected as Genera! ! 
Pershing’s personal representatives 
in the victory parade that was) 
denied him.” 


Navy Seeks Billion 
For Pacific Bases 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 
—Plans for vast expansion of the 
U. S. base network across the Paci- 
fic, said to be the key to mobility 
of the fleet in accelerating its offen- 
sive in Japanese waters, were dis- 
closed yesterday by the Navy De- 
partment. 

Through such advance bases, 
more than 100,000 tons of supplies | 
are moving each day to ships and} 
men at the fronts, and this flow | 
will be rapidly augmented with the 
termination of war in Europe. 
For next year, the Navy 


| 


| 











lars for advance base construction | 


in the 500,000 personnel 
base duty. 

“The immensity of the network,” | 
the Navy Department said, "can be | 
judged from the fact that distances 
in the Pacific cut supply ships down 


now on 





“The complexity appears in the 


‘ranging from cornflakes to the 
|latest floating sectional drydocks . .” 


Argentina Promises 


I 


SAN FRANCISCO, April 25 
(ANS) — Argentina has agreed to|‘ 
cooperate closely with the Allied|! 
nations in military, nava) and eco- 
nomic affairs, so Avra Warren, 
director of the State Department's 
Office of American Republic Af-|! 
fairs, disclosed Monday shortly ! 
after his arrival here from Buenos 
Aires. While there, he held discus- 
sions with officials of the regime 
of General Edelmiro Farrell. 

Warren and his party of experts 
left Washington only a week ago 
and completed both legs of the 
7,750-mile trip to and from Buenos 
Aires in the record time of two and 
a half days. 

Warren visited Argentina on 
special mission connected with the 
resumption of normal diplomatic) t 
relations between the U. S. and the} t 
Farrell regime and with a view to 
integrating Argentina “more fully’ | 


ale 








into the war effort. t 


ner, commander in chief of the! 


column, 


Cooperation In War by amputation after being wounu.d 
( 


many, the War Department has an- 


stoppages 


This reasonable treatment, he de- 
clares, is one result of the Board’s 
having followed to the letter the 
Geneva Convention provisions gov- 
erning treatment of prisoners of 
war. 

The Board has become a 
100,000,000-dollar-a-year business 
benefiting the United States Gov- 
ernment, General Archer declared. 
He said that private employers have 
paid the Government more than 
22,000,000 dollars last year for the 
use of German prisoners in this 
country, while the War Department 
realized a saving of more than 
80,000,000 dollars in work done by 
prisoners at Army installations. 
Prisoners’ work for contractors 
totaled 10,181,273 man days of work 
for contract employers, and: 19,- 
569,719 man days for the Army, 
General Lerch said. 

He denied reports that any of 
the more than 300,000 German pris- 
oners brought to this country were 
being “coddled.” 


NEW DIET FOR PWs? 

NEW YORK, Apri! 25 (AP)— 
Army officials said yesterday that 
the War Department was consider- 
ing national application of a new 
diet for German war prisoners in 
an effort to conserve scarce food 
items. 

The menu, developed by the 2nd 
Service Command for its tri-state 
area, features such foods as fat- 
back sausage and cabbage in place 
of most fresh meats, canned fruits, 
vegetables and butter. 

Col. Clinton J. Harrold, director 


Na has jof supply for the 2nd Service Com- 
asked Congress for one billion dol- | mand, said that the diet conformed 


to requirements of the Geneva con- 


alone, and increases are in prospect |ventions and was “not on a retalia- 


tory basis, but in keeping with our 


own critical food situation.” 


‘Allen, Ex-Newsman 


Wounded In Actien 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 


—Col. Robert S. Allen of the U. S. 
3rd Army 


staff, and former co- 
1uthor with Drew Pearson of the 
‘Washington Merry - Go- Round” 
lost his lower right ~° 1 


on April 7 south of Ohrdruf, Ger- 


10unced. 

He was ambushed, wounded and 
saptured by the enemy, but was 
‘reed three days later when the 


3rd Army occupied Ehrfurt. The 
seriousness of the gunshot wound 
required amputation of the lower 


yart of the arm. He is now in a 
10spital. 


Soft Coal Output 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (ANS) 


—Soft coal output up to mid-April 
was 16,500,000 tons short of prodt.c- 
tion during the same period last 
year, 
tion reported today. The Secretary 
of 


the Solid Fuels Administra- 


Harold L. Ickes, 
said that about 


the Interior, 
1dministrator, 


5,600,000 tons of potential produc- 


ion had been lost during the first 
wo weeks of the month by “work 
and absenteeism, much 
of it the eastern mining dis- 
ricts.” 


in 
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TERRY 1S HELPLESS ON THE GROUND, SNAKE 
TUMBLIN HAS GONE DOWN RAMMING A JAP 

SVICIDE DIVE TOWARD THE LAST TRANSPORT 
—NOW HOTSHOT CHARLIE AND ENSIGN SUNDAY 
TURN TO MEET HALF THE JAP FORCE AS THE 
OTHER HALF CIRCLES TO GET BEHIND THEM 














; hour on the hour, 
Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 









TWo JAPS ROAR INHEAD-ON, TRYING TO 
GET THE TRANSPORT PILOT...HOTSHOT AND 
SUNDAY WAIT UNTIL THE PRECISE MOMENT, 






ONE ENEMY FIGHTER 
FALTERS AS THE TWO 
AMERICANS GO INTO A 





THEN... 





TIGHT LOOP TO MEET 
THE THREAT FROM THEIR 
REAR... 
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Modena Cleans House As Nazis, Fascists Take It 
atin te Gee rr me 


4 


April 26 4, 


On The Lam 


ma 8 eae 





























When Harold MacMillan, head of the Allied Commission in Italy, got into Modena with Brig, 


| below 
Gen. Erskine Hume of AMG ahead of the 5th Army, the Partisans gave him a Partisan arm Sy ball € 
band so that his civilian clothing wouldn’t attract shots (upper left). Two of the city’s Py. d Cronir 

News 


tisans are shown above, and in the picture at the left, two more rout Fascist snipers out of 
a building. Partisans also helped maintain order. (Staff Photos by Pvt. Joe Redmon) 


~ Modena, By-Passed In Dash To Po, 
Is Scene OF Spirited Street Fight 





pnanimous 

nf derision | 
hicago bas 
muse of Not 





ime for a § 
putfield. The 

aims that 
By Sgt. STAN SWINTON eit that th 
Staff Correspondent Russian be 
MODENA, April 23 (Delayed)—This unmarked city of 110,000 persons is something of g ae the M 
flower at the victory dance. Everybody is racing so madly toward the Po that the infantry f mock down 
to take a ten-minute break and clean up Modena. huzzahs cha 
The Italian Patriots rose yesterday morning to wipe out the few German stragglers aly Broux var’ - 

i one age 


It sounds like Saturday night in a Coney Island shooting gallery, as the Patriots battle ap 















































Fascist snipers hiding throughout the city. mn ~ 3 
According to the Partisans, the “task force” which made their liberation official was q him,” 
posed of Brig. Gen. Edgar E. Hume, 5th Army AMG officer, and Lt. Ralph Major of Kansas (i Perhaps tl 
+ —*Mo. They drove blithely player 
——— =| town yesterday, found they vammmore gibes t 
Colonel Fry Named . the only Americans there—giiMpn one occas 
7th Army s Sweep mane © —_—-. withdrawal oo 
“ minutes later. 4 » 5 
Assistant 88th Head| Nets Two Generals | roday there vere « sev wae 
epnigiine GIs about, and occasional con bouldn’t hit 
WITH THE U. S. TTH ARMY, rolled through town. The @ ould be ma 
THE April 25—Two Nazi generals were {trouble was that the infantry 4 This sally 
10th Crossed Po Des ite Pat James _ a. —_ captured yesterday by the U. S, |hadn’t detrucked long enough ty by the 
p named assistant divisional com-!| 7th Army in its sweep toward |eStablish order. Half the time t of » = 
mander of the 88th “Blue Devil’| south Germany. were being pelted with flowers; { ~ e. = 





eo 
Fierce German Defence Infantry Division, it was announced They were identified as Lt. Gen, {other half, you were ducking hu Stenation 
by Maj. Gen. Paul W. Kendall,! Bernard van Claer, who com- /|grenades and burp pistols. he outfield 
LD Division Commanding General. manded in the Liege garrison in ADVANCE AGENT ere runners 
By Sgt. BOB FLEISHER For more than & year, Colonel Pry | Belgium in 1943, and Lt. Gen. | «phey sent me here to sal ’ 

Staff Correspondent has been in command of the 350th! Operhausser, high-ranking signal ; = nit wo § C 

Battle Mountain” Regiment. He ° restaurant and a rest camp, am 
WITH U. S. TROOPS ON THE/infantrymen until a foothold was |holds the Silver Star, Distinguished officer. find nobody’s even taken the to Por & mal 
BANKS OF THE PO, April 23 (De-|secured north of the Po. , Service Cross, Legion of Merit, ————————.. ——=/moaned Capt. “Broadway Bl tedle with 
layed)—The Po River was crossed|_ The German landsers resisted |Purple Heart with cluster and the Scully of the 5th Army. “Sine on, Lou 


hen opposir 
around the 
ying that 
tt “bleary” 


- ean fanatically, and Kraut artillery |French Croix de Guerre as well as ine as 
at noon today by elements of the ceaselessly raked the south shore of |the Philippine Distinguished Serv- Death Penalty Demanded —- gr Ay sang Sod re 


10th Mountain Division in the face ; 
sd the river. The 10th won its bridge-|ice Star for his service as transport . 
of what a veteran of Anzio, a tank /head but it knew it had been in alofficer under Generals MacArthur For Falangist Slayers here, four others killed, and 
































commander, described as the fierc-| fight, all right. and Eisenhower. guns haven't stopped once.” tampering a 
est concentration of direct fire he| The Po crossing followed two days! Colonel Fry led his regiment Everybody else, sweating out' ords with 
had ever seen. of slashing tactics which carried |through all its action in Italy, from] MADRID, Spain, April 25 (AP) |firefights which kept springing ters prom) 
From the dike on the Po’s south | the Mountaineers 45 miles. Hill 316 and Mt. Cianelli when, as|—The Spanish Army Council of |was here on an equally warlike he team’s il 
bank, this correspondent could see} After breaking out of the moun- {part of the first all Selective-Service|War heard a prosecutor demand /jsion. Capt. Lawrence Morris of The writer 
the sun shining on the Alps beyond, | tains west of Bologna Friday night, infantry division to see combat in|/death by garrotte for one Spaniard|York and S-Sgt. George th the Cub 
as infantrymen of the 10th rushed |the 10th drove northward so swiftly | World War II, it took part in the|and execution by a firing squad|San Antonio, Texas, both from Henses bein 
into 50 small assault boats and|Saturday and Sunday that a rear|May offensive in 1944. He received|for seven others, including four|signal battalion of an Am ade of rur 
crossed the river in the first wave.}echelon captured a Kraut truck/the Distinguished Service Cross for|members of the French Resistance |corps, wanted to set up coll to as: 
The river was low, perhaps 200|convoy. The IPW officer by-passed|action on Mt. Battaglia (Battle|who came to Spain across the/cations. T-Sgt. Ford Barkel {ry-20-aro 
yards across at the assault point,|usual channels to take prisoners | Mountain), where his regiment cap-|Pyrenees after the liberation of|Cairo, Ill., and Capt. Sidney buld easily 
with a flat shoreline running back | himself, and administrative person-|tured the peak which dominates |France. of New York, both from 4 izzy, 
to level dikes about 20 feet high. jnel more than once found them-|the Po Valley and held it against] These eight, with three others, |disposal squad, were hunting ™ With every! 
From enemy bunkers clearly visi-|selves in firefights with the Jer-|repeated counterattacks. including a woman, were charged |traps. S-Sgt. Albert Orb of Chic illie being ¢ 


ble in the embankments on the/ries. At one point a general cap- with slaying two Falangists in a|from an engineering outfit, Material, it r 











other side, rifles and automatic{tured seven prisoners because he Madrid suburb on Feb. 25. At the|on road reconnaissance. That man with 
weapons poured lead on the assault |happened to be the handiest man Relief For Europe time the slaying was announced,|Modena’s American garrison blor is in thi 
units moving across to clean out the|for the job. 16 Spanish leftists were executed! The climax came in midaftem tis safe noy 
Germans’ riverbank positions Man-} Prisoners ran well into the thou-| LONDON, April 25 (AP)—SHAEF Jas reprisal. when General Hume returned Dut on the 
ning each boat were four 10th}]sands. Some resisted fiercely.|!S giving top priority to supplies} Eleven are now awaiting their|Harold MacMillan, president St as Broo! 
Mountain Division engineers, who|Others were demoralized by the|for liberated areas, said a report/fate on -charges of complicity in{Allied Commission and , abe Herman 
returned again and again with the| rapid advance and gave themselves|to the European committee of|an alleged anti-Falangist murder|Resident Minister to Ital the may 
small craft to ferry over additlonallup almost without being asked. UNRRA, which met here recently. 'plot. Stuart Brown, Allied Comm never be 
- PRO. 
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DICK TRACY (Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) By GOULD peerage patti 
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not be exactly accurate 
Novikoff, the Mad Rus- 
guishing in the Pacific 
far from the scene 
phs and tribulations 
chicago Cubs. Wherever 
Mad Russian may be, he never 
es. He is not the languish- 


y would 
Lou 
is Jan 


—_ times, Novikoff's exile 
4 minor leagues probably would 
we npoticed. He is far from being 
pall player in the major 
ys, regardless of how smartly 
might smite the ball off minor 
’ pitching. But these are not 
times in baseball and with 
y club scrambling for talent, 
Matter how shopworn, it seems 
that the Cubs would cut 
sft loose and that some other 
Jeague club didn’t grab him. 
In 1942, Lou managed to bat an 
900 for the Cubs, although he 
i below that mark last season. 
at last year he didn’t appear in 
sany ball games, and, according to 
Cronin of the Los Angeles 
nuily News, he had much more to 
~ntend with than the slants of 
ional League pitchers. 


ess Box Purge 


Cronin claims that practically a 
manimous and incessant barrage 
if derision from the typewriters of 
hicago baseball writers was the 
muse of Novikoff vacating the big- 
ime for a spot in the Los Angeles 
utfield. The Los Angeles columnist 
aims that the pundits of the loop 
et that the coming of the Mad 
ian would transform the Cubs 
nto a veritable powerhouse and 
hen the Merry Muscovite failed to 
mock down the far fences their 
huzahs changed to bazoos of The 
Bronx variety. Cronin cites the case 
{ one aged Chicago scrivener who 
nstulated that “even if he 
Novikoff) were good, I wouldn't 
¢ him.” 
Perhaps there never has been a 
player who was the target of 
nore gibes than the Mad Russian. 
Mn one occasion when the Cubs and 
White Sox were playing an exhibi- 
ion game, Manager Jimmy Dykes 
{ the Sox said to Lou, “No wonder 
ey call you the Mad Russian. If I 
buldn’t hit any better than you I 
ould be mad, too.” 
This sally was given much pub- 
ty by the I-Hate-Novikoff chap- 
t of the Chicago Baseball Writers 
sn, Another subject of many 
dlumns and headlines was Lou's 
mplanation of why his throws from 
he outfield were wild when there 
runners on base. 


wo'’s Confusin’ 


For a man who could thread a 
tele with the ball when nobody 
on, Lou was atrociously wild 
hen opposing players were legging 
around the sacks. He explained by 
ying that everything seemed to 
t “bleary” when runners were 
ampering around. Greeting Lou’s 
ds with hoots of derision the 
Mrs promptly blamed him for all 
he team’s ill fortune. 
The writers blithely forgot that 
th the Cubs’ pitching and infield 
“enses being what they were, the 
de of runners around the bases 
an to assume a likeness to a 
1) e0-around, a condition which 
- easily make any outfielder 


me everybody except your Uncle 
e being considered major league 
Material, it remains a mystery why 
hon With Novikoff’s ability and 
Mor is in the minors. But, at least, 
, y mte how from the cruel gibes. 
a ov the coast they love him. 
4. Brooklyn loved the erratic 
; emer hee yn me points 
. ay be a hea 

never be a bore. a 


Chandler Named Baseball Czar 
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SIGNS FOR 50 


,000 DOLLARS 


SEN. ALBERT B. (HAPPY) CHANDLER 





Neiman’s 9th Inning 
Home Run Wins, 8-6 


BOSTON, April 25 (ANS)— El- 
mer (Butch) Neiman, the chunky 
Boston Braves outfielder, continued 
to produce ninth inning home runs 
as the Braves defeated the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers, 8-6, here yesterday, 
in one of two games played in the 
major leagues, both in the Na- 
tional. 

It was the third straight play- 
ing day that Neiman came 
through with a circuit clout in 
the ninth inning, two of which won 
games while the other was in vain. 
The Braves’ cause seemed lost 
when Steve Shemo flied out to 
open the inning with the Dodgers 
leading, 6-4. However Bill Ramsey, 
oe hitting for pitcher Jim To- 

in, singled, took third on Dick 
Culler’s fourth straight hit and 
scored on a Single by Tommy 
Holmes. 

That.set the stage for Neiman’s 
climactic clout over the right field 
screen. He also batted in two runs 
earlier in the game with infield 
outs as the Braves pecked away at 
the offerings of Hal Gregg, Dod- 
ger righthander. Tobin also went 
the route but was let down by 
faulty support. 


Giants 5, Phillies 2 

NEW YORK, April 25—Manager 
Mel Ott extended another record 
yesterday as he hit two home runs 
off Ken Raffensberger and led the 
Giants to a 5-2 triumph over the 
Phillies. Ott, who sets a reccrd 
every time he goes to bat, walks 
or scores a run, made it the 49th 
time he has hit two homers in a 
game, extending his own National 
League record. 

Ott’s clouts aided rookie Andy 
Hansen to win his second game of 
the season as he allowed the Phil- 
lies only five hits, one a homer 
with the bases empty by Vande 
Dinges. Raffensberger allowed only 








seven hits. 





‘tdewion Clip 
Major League | 
_ Ball Teams, 


NEW YORK, April 25 (ANS)— 
Baseball’s arnica and adhesive list 
has assumed serious proportions as 
every team in the majors has play- 
ers sidelined because of injuries. 
Particularly such key men as man- 
ager Joe Cronin of the Red Sox, 
Joe Medwick of the Giants, Jimmy 
Foxx of the Phillies, Eddie Miller of 
the Reds, Hershel Martin and Mike 
Garbark of the Yankees. 

The loss of Cronin to the Red 
Sox was the most serious blow, 
throwing the club’s plans out of 
gear and upsetting the infield be- 
sides losing Cronin’s batting power. 
Cronin broke his leg in the third 
game of the season, sliding into 
second base in a game against the 
Yankees. 

Hershel Martin, the Yanks’ left- 
fielder, was injured in the same 
game when he collided with Johnny 
Lindell while chasing a fly ball. He 
suffered a badly lacerated lip be- 
sides a severe shaking up. Mike 
Garbark, Yankee member of the 
catching brothers, has a badly in- 
fected ear. 

The veteran Foxx played a large 
part in the early plans of manager 
Freddie Fitzsimmons of the Phils, 
but he has been unable to play 
because of sore feet and has ap- 
peared only twice as a pinch-hitter. 

The Braves were hardest hit 
when third baseman Tommy Nel- 
son, shortstop Whitey Weitelmann 
and second basemen Frank Drews 
and Eddie Joost were incapacitated. 
Nelson went home before the sea- 
son started to have teeth extracted 
in hopes of curing a lame arm. 
Drews injured a knee colliding with 
pitcher Al Javery, Joost chipped a 
bone in his foot sliding into sec- 
ond and Weitelmann had the first 
two joints of the little finger on 
his right hand amputated. 











Landis’ Successor 


Gets 7- 


Year Pact 





Kentucky Senator Surprise Choice For Post; 
To Take Office In ’Reasonable Time” 





CLEVELAND, April 25 (ANS) 


—Sen. Albert B. (Happy) Chand- 


ler (D., Ky.), was unanimously elected to succeed the late Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis as baseball’s high commissioner by the 16 major 
league clubowners in a joint session here yesterday. 

The 46-year-old Chandler, former governor of Kentucky and 
ex-minor league ballplayer, accepted the position and was given 


— 








Baseball Standings 





NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Pct. 
-750 
667 
600 
500 
500 
A28 
286 
286 


New York 
Chicago 

St. Louis 
Cincinnati 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 
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Tuesday’s Scores 
Boston 8, Brooklyn 6 
New York 5, Philadelphia 2 
Chicago at Cincinnati, postponed. 
(Others not scheduled) 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Pct. 
1.000 
833 
667 
667 
500 
200 
167 
.000 


G.B. 


Chicago 
New York 
Detroit 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
Cleveland 
St. Louis 
Boston 


1/3 
1/2 
14 
2'/2 
4 
4'/e 
51/s 


CH onmuans 
AP enwe So = 


Tuesday's Scores 
Detroit at Chicaga, St. Louis at 
Cleveland, Boston at Washington, 
all postponed. Others not scheduled. 


Minor Leagues 


INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
Pet. 

1.000 
800 
-800 
.600 
400 
250 
.000 
000 


Jersey City 
Montreal 
Baltimore 
Newark 
Rochester 
Syracuse 
Toronto 
Buffalo 


counwaaut 
Chwennmo me 


Tuesday's Scores 
Jersey City 2, Toronto 1 
Newark 7, Rochester 2 
(Other Games Postponed) 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


Milwaukee 
St. Paul 
Louisville 
Indianapolis 
Columbus 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Toledo 


bat iat tet td td tt 
eCNNUNnNOS 


Tuesday’s Scores 
No games scheduled 
PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE 
No games scheduled 


Gilhooley Leads Irish 


SOUTH BEND, Ind., April 25 
(ANS)—Frank Gilhooley Jr., son of 
Frank Gilhooley. former Yank and 
Red Sox outfielder. was named 
captain of the Notre Dame base- 
ball team last week. Gilhooley Sr., 
one of the greatest vasestealers in 
big league history, was the last Yan- 
kee regular rightfielder before Babe 
Ruth. 
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(Courtesy of King Features, distributed through CNS) 
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By CHIC YOUNG 
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STRICTLY A 
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a seven-year contract at 50,000 
dollars per year. 

The announcement was made by 
Leslie M. O'Connor, chairman of 
baseball's advisory board who re- 
fused to divulge whether any other 
person had been considered for the 


7 


| post. All O'Connor would say is that 


Chandler will take office within a 
reasonable time. , 

The selection of Chandler, though 
a staunch friend of baseball, came 


’*/as a surprise. His name was men- 


tioned several times whenever the 
clubowners met, but it was believed 
he would not be available until 
after the war because of the pres- 
sure of his duties as senator. Be- 
sides, it was understood earlier that 
Ford Frick, National League presi- 
dent and Jim Farley, former Post- 
master General, had the inside track 
for the job. 

Chandler was selected after a 
four-hour’ discussion in which 
threatened fireworks failed to ma- 
terialize. Comment from several 
owners led to the belief they were 
divided into two factions—one for 
naming a commissioner immediately 
and the other for a delay uniil after 
the war. The group favoring the 
immediate appointment of a com- 
missioner was ready to prolong the 
debate but it found enough support 
after the committee of four—Alvea 
Bradley, Cleveland; Don Barnes, 
St. Louis; Phil Wrigley, Chicago, 
and Sam Breadon, St. Louis Cards— 
had made its report. 

While neither O’Connor nor the 
clubowners would admit other 
names were considered, it was 
learned from another source that 
Gov. Frank J. Lausche of Ohio, Bob 
Hannegan, chairman of the Demo- 
cratic national committee, Farley 
and Frick were prominently men- 
tioned. 

Chandler will be the second com- 
missioner since the office was es- 
tablished in 1920. The appointment 
also was in line with the contention 
of many baseball executives that 
the commissioner should come from 
outside the game. 


= Side Events Listed 


For 12th AF Regatta 


FLORENCE, April 25—The 12th 
Air Force has lined up side attrae- 
tions to its M’aidez Regatta to be 
held Tuesday, May 1 on the Arno 
River, including a crowning of a 
12th AF Wac as queen of the May 
and scull racing events by Italian 
members of the Florence Boat Club. 

Five-man dinghy crews from the 
47th Bomb Group and 64t: Troop 
Carrier Group have already been 
selected for the “Junior Pough- 
keepsie” race while other entries 
will supplement the list. The 57th 
Fighter Greup will be represented 
by Ist Lt. Harry J. Cavanaugh in 
the one-man event. 

Five-man races will be held at 
300 yards in the inflated rubber 
life rafts for bomber, transport 
and air-sea rescue crews while one- 
man races will be over a 200-yard 
route for fighter pilots. Elimina- 
tion races are now being conducted, 
Lt. Col. Little J. Pardue of Hop- 
kinsville. Ky., wil! be starter and 
chief judge of the dinghy races 
and will be assisted by Cant. Wil- 
liam B. Weiling Jr., Sykesville, Md., 
and Capt. Philip H. Dwver of Tulsa, 
Okla. 


FIGHT RESULTS 











BALTIMORE—Archie Moore, 168, St. 
Louis, stopped Teddy Randolph, 182, 
New York, (9). 

DETROIT—Charlie Smith, 133, New- 
ark, N. J., outpointed Leon Spencer, 
135, Detroit, (10). 

HOLYOKE, Mass.—Lige Drew, 148, 
Springfield Mass., outpointed Henry 
Jordan, 144, Philadelphia, (10). 
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Berlin Surrounded 
By Koniev, Zhukov; 
Battle Rages In City 


(Continued from page 1) 


high Nazi personalities has appar- 
ently begun. There is no informa- 
tion on what Adolf Hitler is doing, 
but there are some who believe he 
may stay on—if he is in the capital 
at all—until it is too late to flee. 

The Russians yesterday captured 
the Silesian railroad station, about 

. two miles east of the Brandenburg 
Gate. They were fighting today for 
other important stations in the 
north and south sections of the city. 

The battle remained ferocious, 
with savage hand-to-hand fighting 
reminiscent of the bloodiest days of 
Stalingrad. Bayonets, tommyguns 
and even chunks of steel and stone 
snatched from the ruins of blasted 
buildings were being used. 

Whole streets have been reduced 
to masses of wreckage. Soviet artil- 
lery is still leveling everything in 
its way. Yesterday it was turned 
especially on the Chancellery, Ges- 
tapo headquarters, Air Ministry and 
Propaganda Ministry—the  struc- 
tures from which Hitler, Himmler, 
Goering and Goebbels directed the 
destruction of Europe for too many 
years. 





HEAVY PRESSURE 


Soviet assault troops maintained 
irresistible pressure on the defenders 
of Berlin. Several times when Rus- 
sian ta.iks appeared in some streets, 
Volkssturm units ran to the Soviet 
lines to surrender, but few of them 
got through, because the Germans 
turned their own machine guns on 
them. 

Russian Shells have hit the Ber- 
lin gasworks and gas reservoirs, and 
the fires can be seen outside the 
city limits. 

Hundreds of Russian and Polish 
Slave laborers dashed through shell- 
torn slleys to reach their liberators, 
throwing themselves on Red Army 
men and weeping openly. 

Among the German prisoners 
taken in the city were old men and 
lads 13, 14 and 15. They were 
captured at a defense point where 
young students from the 33rd Avia- 
tion School were put into the battle 
as infantry. 

On a tall building captured with 
part of the structure intact, Red 
Army men hoisted a bloodstained 
Red flag that they had carried all 
the way from Stalingrad for this 
purpose. 

A second Order of the Day an- 
nounced the capture of Pillau, for- 
mer Nazi naval base in East Prus- 
Sia. Troops of Marshal Alexander 
Vasilevsky battered down the city’s 
defenses after a long siege. Pillau, 
35 miles west of Konigsberg, was the 
last city in East Prussia held by 
the Germans. 

Behind the main Berlin battle 
line, the Russians cleaned up most 
of the pocket still held by the Ger- 
mans with the seizure of Fursten- 
berg on the Oder and Guben, 
southeast of the capital. 





HERRIOT FREED 


MOSCOW, April 25 — Russian 
forces west of Berlifi have liberated 
Eduard Herriot, former French For- 
eign Minister, from a Nazi prison 
camp, the Soviet communique an- 
nounced tonight. Herriot was at one 
time president of the French As- 
sembly and was mayor of Lyon. 


U. 5. ist Army Liberates 
20,000 Allied Prisoners 


WITH THE U. S. 1ST ARMY IN 
GERMANY, April 25—More than 
29,000 Allied prisoners of war have 
been liberated by the U. S. Ist 
Army from camps near the Mulde 
River. 

Among the prisoners liberated 
were 6,000 U. 3S. and British 
troops, 6,000 Russians, 5,000 French, 
2,000 Slavs and 1,000 Indian troops. 
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Units Of 5th Army 
Said Near Mantua 


(Continued from page 1) 


mander of the 76th Panzer Corps 
on the 8th Army front. 

East of captured Ferrara, the 
German bridgehead south of the 
Po had been reduced to a narrow 
corridor, approximately three miles 
deep, through which they were try- 
ing to evacuate remnants of five 
divisions. British artillery poured 
shells relentlessly into the narrow- 
ing gap as the bridgehead was 
slowly compressed. 

Other British units were within 
six miles of the Po in the vicinity 
of Corbola, 24 miles northeast of 
Ferrara. West of Ferrara, the 8th 
reported troops ranged along the 
=— bank of the river on a wide 
ront. 


OVER 40,000 PRISONERS 


The prisoner count, set at more 
than 40,000 yesterday, was increas- 
ing. The communique disclosed that 
the 5th had taken 25,000 of this 
total since the start of the Allied 
combined spring drive, ten days ago. 

It was disclosed officially today 
that the 10th Mountain Division 
was the first major unit of the 15th 
Army Group to cross the Po River. 

Secrecy still cloaked the site of 
the crossing, but it was known to 
have been accomplished on April 
23 at a point where the river is 200 
yards wide and where the Germans 
had entrenched themselves in 
earthworks on the north bank to 
stave off the Allied advance. 

Elements of the 10th, culminat- 
ing a swift advance which had car- 
ried them 55 miles in two days, 
made their way down the gradually 
sloping shores to the assault boats 
under a murderous concentration of 
Kraut fire. 








GENERAL CLARK 


WITH THE 15TH ARMY 
GROUP, April 25—General Mark 
W. Clark, 15th Army Group com- 
mander, crossed the Po River to- 
day for a battlefield inspection of 
his rapidly advancing Allied troops. 
General Clark crossed on a bridge 
erected by U. S. engineers. 

He was accompanied by Maj. Gen. 
Alfred M. Gruenther, 15th Army 
Group chief of staff; Maj. Gen. 
George P. Hays, commander of the 
10th Mountain Division; and Maj. 
Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger, com- 
mander of the IV Corps. 

During an all-day tour of the 
front, General Clark met Lt. Gen. 
Lucian K. Truscott Jr., commander 
of the 5th Army, in Bologna, and 
he later flew to the 8th Army sector 
where he was greeted by Lt. Gen. 
Richard L. McCreery, 8th Army 





commander. 


Optimistic Air Preveile 
As Conference Opens 





are not enough. We must once and 
for all reverse the order and prove 
by our acts that right has might.” 

For the moment, bickerings and 
anxieties of the days preceding this 
gcthering of world leaders were put 
aside. The 1,200 delegates listened to 
words of inspiration and dedicated 
themselves solemnly to the great 
task of shaping a world system to 
insure peace. 

All the principal delegates were 
present. The U. S. Secretary of 
State, Edward R. Stettinius Jr., 
chairman of the host delegation 
and temporary chairman of the 
conference, arrived by plane early 
last evening. At a press conference 
and on the radio, he stressed the 
significance of the moment, and 
appealed for cooperation from all 
those taking part. 

Soviet Foreign Commissar Vyach- 
eslav M. Molotov flew here in a 
U. S. Army transport plane, ac- 
companied by the Soviet Ambas- 
sador to the United States, Andrei 
Gromyko. Last to arrive was Bri- 
tain’s Foreign Secretary, Anthony 
Eden, who came late this morning. 

Early in the day, before the dele- 
gates assembled, the British dele- 
gation, through Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Clement Attlee, announced 
that Britain would support Rus- 
sia’s demand for three votes in the 
Assembly. 


U. S. DELEGATION 


The U. S. delegation was reported 
to have agreed to this provision- 
ally, and it was expected that a 
number of Latin American dele- 
gations would follow. 
Some commentators, Reuter’s 
said, saw this move giving what 
they called a silver lining to the 
cloud which they felt the Polish 
issue had thrown over the pros- 
pects of success. Their hopes were 
rising that if this concession were 
granted, the Soviet demand for 
recognition of the Polish Provi- 
sional Government at Warsaw 
might be withdrawn pending re- 
organization of the Polish Govern- 
ment along broader lines. 

Attlee called in more than 400 


journalists to outline’ Britain’s 
policy 
Direct negotiations were re- 


sumed among Molotov, Eden and 
Stettinius in an attempt to break 
the apparent deadlock over the Po- 
lish question. The belief was cur- 
rent in conference circles, Reuter’s 
said, that Poland will be repre- 
sented at the conference later. 

No international conference in 
history has had so comprehensive 





a preparation. For the 1,200 dele- 
gates and many more experts and 


(Continued from page 1) 


advisers, however, the time was 
seemingly all too short to consider 
the innumerable amendments sub- 
mitted by nations which were not 
represented at Dumbarton Oaks. 
Among the main points of objec- 
tion under informal discussion to- 
day were the veto power accorded 
in the Dumbarton proposals to the 
Big Five and the complicated voting 
precedure proposed for the Secur- 
ity Council. 

The atmosphere this morning 
seemed to have been cleared by 
the declaration of French Foreign 
Minister Georges Bidault that his 
Government will stand with the 
big powers. Dr. Eelco N. van Klef- 
fens, Netherland’s Foreign Minister, 
was emerging as a spokesman for 
the small nations. 


-~PROPOSALS SPONSORED 


Mr. Stettinius announced that 
the four governments sponsoring 
the conference have agreed to sup- 
port the following proposals put 
forward by the Chinese Govern- 
ment: 

“1. The charter should provide 
Specifically that adjustment or set- 
tlement of international disputes 
should be achieved with due re- 
gard for principles of justice and 
international law. 

“2. The Assembly should be re- 
sponsible for initiating studies and 
making recommendations with re- 
spect to the development and re- 
vision of the rules and principles of 
international law. 

“3. The economic and social coun- 
cil should specifically provide for 
the promotion of educational and 
meg forms of cultural coopera- 
tion.” 


April 26, 1945 
‘Whining’ German, 
Will Try To Trick 

Us, Says Bracke 


LONDON, April 2 
Allies can expect ie GP) — 
be as adept at organizeg nats to 
after the war as they ha: 
at organized fighting qy Ve been 
than five years of bat > 
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the 
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tain’s Minister of 
Brendan Bracken, warms 
House of Commons today a 
* When the question arose in 
Commons whether a large ma the 
of the German people were pty 
ant of most concentration 
atrocities, Bracken issueq , su? 
warning to beware of future Wem 
propaganda. aa 

racken said that 
Goebbels’ successor roa 
doubtedly attempt propaganda” 
the effect that tne majority of i 
German people did not know what 
was going on. 

The Minister said: “The Ger 
mans have shown themselves ty 
very good in organizing fighting, 
~+ me a the House, they wi] 

equally good i rganizing 
le ~~ ga . ais 

When asked by George 
Labor, if hundreds of thousand 
concentration camp victims were 
not Germans, Bracken said 
victims appeared to be “f 
slaves.” He added: “If the 
people did not endorse the Conduct 















of those they put in power, the V 
the German people must remember huge Red 
ys BA heart of E 
uences 0 eir Gove ” 
q rnment, umped of 
that 
lt | F { Vj : of’ St 
aly Front Visite rset of 
lin’s outlet 
In an Orc 
¥Y General Arnold fi saxon 
tin fell to 1 
—- Armies of 
MAAF HQ, April 25 — Genenl — 
Henry H. Arnold, U. S. Air Fores northern Si 
Commander, has been touring the where it flo 
Italian front, it was disclosed here Rokossovs 
tonight. more than : 
In a statement issued “somewher most 50 m 
in Italy,” the general praised the towns seized 
coordinated teamwork between ait south of St 
and ground forces in the current of- of the Oder. 
fensive. Marshal 
He cited figures showing th armies toda 
MATAF had flown 27,174 sorties ond largest 
since the offensive began, dropping Stalin annc 
15,270 tons of bombs. His figures Order of the 
showed the MATAF had affected The battle 
710 road and rail blocks and had taken on 1 
destroyed or damaged 5,359 enemy ferocity, see! 
transports, 3,564 enemy-occupied final stages. 
buildings and 176 road and mil Soviet tan! 
bridges. street fighte: 
In company with General Mak headquarters 
W. Clark, 15th Army Group com- center of Be 
mander, and Lt. Gen. Lucian K They were 1 
Truscott Jr., 5th Army commander, away from 1 
he said he had seen MATAF planes other 
and 5th Army troops in action Gate, Unter 
gether. J Wilhelmstra 
“Both were magnificent,” he said. stood the 
“Behind the aerial offensive, the ment buildir 
troops were rushing up to Fresh Sov 
blasted rail and road bridges slow yy the ae 
ing the Germans’ retreat.” great h: 
. — cheated out 
a final battle f 














and C Company, led by Lt. Philip 
J. Sharpe, had men in those first 
boats. So did the 3rd Battalion, 
according to the regimental com- 
mander. 

Said one of the engineers: “We've 
been sweating this out since the 
Garigliano River. But when it hap- 
pened it was just as calm as basic 
training days.” 

Under cover of a smoke screen, 
the first crossing took 30 minutes 
as the rubber boat men struggled 
to keep the current from carrying 
them downstream away from their 
landing points. 

Once ashore the infantry moved 
inland against light sniper fire and 
a couple of machine guns. In this 





sector the Germans had prepared 
a strong defense line but left it 
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YOU - AND YOUR COLLEAGUES=- 
HAVE BILLIONS INVESTED IN 
Se a WELLS 
es, 
TREMENDOUS PIPE LINES, 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 
GAS STATIONS, MILUONS 
OF EMPLOYEES — d 























1 CAN BRING 
THAT WHOLE 
MIGHTY EMPIRE 
















ENGINEERS CONQUERED PO 


(Continued from page 1) 
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unmanned. And best of all they id 
no time to sow the deadly mines. 

A few hours later the engineet 
had two pontoon ferries carryilg 
men and vehicles across at 
point and cargo carrying assal 
boats shuttling across a few hut 
dred yards further upstream. 

Riding a pontoon ferry across 
Po has its moments of suspens, 
even if the enemy is not shooting 
you. It’s a 20-minute crossing 
two 20-horsepower outboard motors 
don’t sputter out. Or if you doo 
crash into another ferry! | 

Both happened on this partic Ht 
trip. The two 20-ton loads caus 
in the swirling waters and ¢ vale 
head-on. I expected the f 
pontoon boats—each ferry is ry 
up of four lashed togetl.er W! 
treadway of planking across— rs 
smashed to tinder and all of Us 
get our first bath in weeks. fold 
while the pontoons seemed " ber 
like an accordion, when the ben 
parted they were both still af a. 

“This doesn’t happen every ee 
wryly remarked Pfc. Gene a 
of Mason City, Iowa, who was 
ing his second trip. 

Now both motors—the only on 
of power for this damn fer ating 
quit and we were rapidly Ui 
downstream toward the snipe idles 
There was a move to grab pa 
Even the first 19 prisoners 
taken north of the Po grab nt of 
dles. Finally one motor cau 
and that was enough to ste 
downstream progress. 

“This dosen't happen every a 
>ither.” cracked Kramer. 











ects 
To which one of the ene dd 
sracked back cheerfully. | ” 
ou expect for a nickel r 








